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Reasons for Allowance 

1. Claims 1-5. 7, 8. 10-25 are allowed. 

It is noted that the closest prior art of record, Olkkonen et al. (WO 97/37466) 
teaches speech transmission in a packet network, but Olkkonen et al. do not teach (for 
claim 1) encoding speech packets into block, each speech packet including a speech 
header and a payload comprised of a speech frame, wherein at least two speech 
frames are encoded into a single block, wherein each speech frame includes a set of 
Class I bits and a set of Class II bits the method comprising: encoding a first speech 
packet by encoding at least a portion of the header using a block code or convolutional 
code and the set of Class I bits using a convolutional code; encoding a second speech 
packet by encoding at least a portion of the header using a block code or convolutional 
code and the set of Class I bits using a convolutional code; not using a convolutional 
code or block code to encode the Class II bits. 

In addition, Olkkonen et al. do not teach (for claim 25) encoding speech packets 
into blocks, each speech packet including a speech header and a payload comprised of 
a speech frame, wherein at least two speech frames are encoded into a single block, 
wherein each of the speech frames is associated with a different user, wherein each 
speech frame includes a set of Class I bits and a set of Class II bits, the method 
comprising: arranging the two speech frames, prior to encoding, such that the Class I 
bits of the two users are adjacent thereby forming a first and second set of sequential 
Class I bits; removing the last n bits of the first sequential set of Class I bits prior to 
encoding, wherein the n bits correspond to n zero bits provided for an ehcocler with a ~ 
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constraint length of n+l, encoding a first speech packet by encoding at least a portion of 
the header and the set of Class I bits using a block code or convolutional code; 
encoding a second speech packet by encoding at least a portion of the header and the 
set of Class I bits using a convolutional code; not using a convolutional code or block 
code to encode the Class II bits. 

Thus, independent claims 1 and 25 are allowable over the prior art of record 
because the cited prior art alone or in combination, does not fairly suggest or disclose 
the claimed combination of features. 

2. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement for Reasons of Allowance." 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to V. Paul Harper whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7605. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Hudspeth can be reached on (571 ) 272-7843, The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infomriation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Patent Examiner 
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